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Question 
 

For adults of working age taking Clomipramine, what is the risk of developing visual hallucinations? 

 

 

Clarification of question using the PRO structure  

 

Patients:  Adults of working  

Risk factor:  Clomipramine 

Outcome: Visual hallucinations 
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Clinical and research implications 

 
No relevant systematic reviews or randomised controlled trials could be found for this question.  
 
 

What does the evidence say? 

 
Number of included studies/reviews (number of participants) 

N/A  

 

Main findings 

N/A 

 

Authors conclusions 

N/A 

 

Reliability of conclusions/Strength of evidence 

N/A 

 

What do guidelines say? 

 

Neither National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) nor Scottish Intercollegiate 

Guidelines Network (SIGN) guidelines comment on the use of Clomipramine and the risk of visual 

hallucinations 

 

 

Date question received:  23/07/15 

Date searches conducted:  28/07/15 

Date answer completed:  29/07/15 

 

 

 



 

 

Search details 

Source Search Strategy Number 

of hits 

Relevant 

evidence 

identified 

Guidelines 

NICE 

 

Clomipramine, Hallucination 

Clomipramine 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Systematic Reviews 

MEDLINE 

 

1. Medline; Clomipramine.ti,ab; 2720 results.  

2. Medline; exp HALLUCINATIONS/; 9273 results.  

3. Medline; (visual adj6 hallucinat*).ti,ab; 2257 results.  

4. Medline; (adult* AND working adj1 age).ti,ab; 647 results.  

5. Medline; 1 AND 4; 0 results.  

6. Medline; 2 OR 4; 9920 results.  

7. Medline; 1 AND 6; 11 results.  

8. Medline; (((("systematic* review*") OR meta-analytic* OR metanalysis OR metaanalysis OR ("meta 

analysis") OR meta-synthesis OR metasynthesis OR ("meta synthesis") OR meta-regression OR metaregression 

OR ("meta regression") OR (synthes* adj3 literature) OR (synthes* adj3 evidence) OR ("integrative review") 

OR ("data synthesis") OR ("research synthesis") OR ("narrative synthesis") OR ("systematic study") OR 

("systematic studies")))).ti,ab; 130093 results.  

9. Medline; META-ANALYSIS AS TOPIC/; 14071 results.  

10. Medline; meta-analysis.ti,ab,pt; 82193 results.  

11. Medline; ((("systematic comparison*") OR ("systematic overview*") OR ("evidence based review") OR 

("comprehensive review") OR ("critical review") OR ("quantitative review") OR ("structured review") OR 

("realist review") OR ("realist synthesis"))).ti,ab; 23852 results.  

12. Medline; 8 OR 9 OR 10 OR 11; 171157 results.  

13. Medline; ((medline OR pubmed OR cochrane OR embase OR cinahl OR psyclit OR psycinfo OR psychlit OR 

psychinfo OR (literature adj3 search*) OR (database* adj3 search*) OR (bibliographic adj3 search*) OR 

0 0 



 

 

(electronic adj3 search*) OR (electronic adj3 database*) OR (computerized adj3 search*) OR (computerised 

adj3 search*) OR (internet adj3 search*) OR ("included studies") OR ("inclusion studies") OR ("inclusion 

criteria") OR ("selection criteria") OR ("selection criteria") OR ("predetermined criteria"))).ti,ab; 184646 

results.  

14. Medline; ((medline OR pubmed OR cochrane OR embase OR cinahl OR psyclit OR psycinfo OR psychlit OR 

psychinfo OR (literature adj3 search*) OR (database* adj3 search*) OR (bibliographic adj3 search*) OR 

(electronic adj3 search*) OR (electronic adj3 database*) OR (computerized adj3 search*) OR (computerised 

adj3 search*) OR (internet adj3 search*) OR ("included studies") OR ("inclusion studies") OR ("inclusion 

criteria") OR ("selection criteria") OR ("selection criteria") OR ("predetermined criteria"))).ab; 181829 results.  

15. Medline; (((("predefined criteria") OR (assess* adj3 (quality OR validity)) OR (select* adj3 (study OR 

studies)) OR (data adj3 extract*) OR ("extracted data") OR (data adj2 abstracted) OR (data adj3 abstraction) 

OR ("published intervention") OR ((study OR studies) adj2 evaluat*) OR (intervention* adj2 evaluat*) OR 

("confidence interval") OR heterogeneity OR pooled OR pooling OR ("odds ratio*") OR Jadad OR 

coding))).ti,ab; 958024 results.  

16. Medline; 13 OR 14 OR 15; 1080265 results.  

17. Medline; 12 AND 16; 92944 results.  

18. Medline; review.ti; 286793 results.  

19. Medline; 16 AND 18; 58672 results.  

20. Medline; ((review* adj4 (papers OR trials OR studies OR evidence OR intervention* OR 

evaluation*))).ti,ab; 135540 results.  

21. Medline; 12 OR 17 OR 19 OR 20; 278792 results.  

22. Medline; (letter OR editorial OR comment).pt; 1407442 results.  

23. Medline; exp ANIMALS/; 17933941 results.  

24. Medline; exp HUMANS/; 13908723 results.  

25. Medline; 23 NOT 24; 4025218 results.  

26. Medline; 22 OR 25; 5378128 results.  

27. Medline; 21 NOT 26; 261640 results.  

28. Medline; 27 [Limit to: Publication Year 2010-2015]; 132086 results.  

29. Medline; 7 AND 28; 0 results. 



 

 

EMBASE 

 

1. EMBASE; Clomipramine.ti,ab; 3279 results.  

2. EMBASE; exp HALLUCINATIONS/; 27814 results.  

3. EMBASE; (visual adj6 hallucinat*).ti,ab; 3423 results.  

4. EMBASE; (adult* AND working adj1 age).ti,ab; 3176 results.  

5. EMBASE; 1 AND 4; 1 results.  

6. EMBASE; 2 OR 4; 30988 results.  

7. EMBASE; 1 AND 6; 39 results.  

8. EMBASE; 7 [Limit to: (EBM-Evidence Based Medicine Systematic Review)]; 1 results. 

1 0 

Primary Studies 

MEDLINE 

 

1. Medline; Clomipramine.ti,ab; 2720 results.  

2. Medline; exp HALLUCINATIONS/; 9273 results.  

3. Medline; (visual adj6 hallucinat*).ti,ab; 2257 results.  

4. Medline; (adult* AND working adj1 age).ti,ab; 647 results.  

5. Medline; 1 AND 4; 0 results.  

6. Medline; 2 OR 4; 9920 results.  

7. Medline; 1 AND 6; 11 results. 

11 0 

EMBASE 

 

1. EMBASE; Clomipramine.ti,ab; 3279 results.  

2. EMBASE; exp HALLUCINATIONS/; 27814 results.  

3. EMBASE; (visual adj6 hallucinat*).ti,ab; 3423 results.  

4. EMBASE; (adult* AND working adj1 age).ti,ab; 3176 results.  

5. EMBASE; 1 AND 4; 1 results.  

6. EMBASE; 2 OR 4; 30988 results.  

7. EMBASE; 1 AND 6; 39 results. 

39 0 

PsycINFO/CINAHL 

 

1. CINAHL; Clomipramine.ti,ab; 87 results.  

2. CINAHL; exp HALLUCINATIONS/; 1133 results.  

3. CINAHL; (visual adj6 hallucinat*).ti,ab; 228 results.  

4. CINAHL; (adult* AND working adj1 age).ti,ab; 243 results.  

5. CINAHL; 1 AND 4; 0 results.  

6. CINAHL; 2 OR 4; 1376 results.  

1 0 



 

 

7. CINAHL; 1 AND 6; 1 results. 

CENTRAL 

 

#1 Clomipramine  1067 

#2 MeSH descriptor: [Hallucinations] explode all trees 228 

#3 visual adj6 hallucinat*  6 

#4 #2 or #3  234 

#5 #1 and #4  1 

1 0 

 

 

 



 

 

Disclaimer 

BEST in MH answers to clinical questions are for information purposes only. BEST in MH does not make recommendations. 

Individual health care providers are responsible for assessing the applicability of BEST in MH answers to their clinical practice. BEST 

in MH is not responsible or liable for, directly or indirectly, any form of damage resulting from the use/misuse of information 

contained in or implied by these documents. Links to other sites are provided for information purposes only. BEST in MH cannot 

accept responsibility for the content of linked sites. 
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